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UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
ORDER
C.A. No. 1577-1578/2022

1. Shri Vikramjit Banerjee, learned ASG appearing for the
appellants seeks time of two weeks to place the copies of the
documents on record of these Appeals which were part of the record
before the Armed Forces Tribunal (for short, “the Tribunal”). We
grant him time of two weeks accordingly. It will be open for the
appellants to file the documents along with an application within a
period of two weeks from today. The respondent can respond to the
said application within two weeks thereafter.

2. List the Appeals for hearing on 3™ April, 2025 (Thursday).

3. We may note here that an order of stay granted by this Court
on 29" April, 2022 has operated only for a period of three weeks.
We, therefore, direct that, in the meanwhile, the appellants shall
release the necessary amounts to the respondent in terms of the
impugned judgment. The release of the amounts will be subject to
final outcome of the Appeals and without prejudice to the rights
and contentions of the appellants.

4. Several appeals are being filed by the Union of India in this
Court challenging the orders of the Armed Forces Tribunal wherein
the benefit of disability pension has been granted to the members
of the armed forces when they are invalidated after working for
several years. The Government must adopt a benevolent approach
while dealing with those who have served the armed forces for
several years. The Armed Forces Tribunal consists of a very senior
retired armed forces officer apart from a retired Judge of the High

Court. In our view, every member of the armed forces, who gets the
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relief of grant of disability pension from the Tribunal, need not
be dragged to this Court. As in the case of tax matters, we are of
the view that the Government of India must evolve a policy. There
has to be some scrutiny before a decision is taken to drag the
members of the armed forces to this Court. As we have given a
longer date in these Appeals, we call upon the first appellant to
disclose whether it 1is willing to take such a policy decision
before the next date.

(ASHISH KONDLE) (AVGV RAMU)
ASTT. REGISTRAR-cum-PS COURT MASTER (NSH)
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