
ITEM NO.41               COURT NO.1               SECTION X

               S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  I N D I A
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

SUO MOTO WRIT PETITION(CRIMINAL) No(s).1/2026

IN RE: CREATION OF SPECIAL EXCLUSIVE COURTS     

WITH

SLP(Crl) No. 8799/2025 (II-D)
IA No. 129923/2025 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING C/C OF THE IMPUGNED
JUDGMENT
 
Date : 08-05-2026 These petitions were called on for hearing today.

CORAM :  HON'BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI

For Petitioner(s) :Mr. Kartik Murukutla, Adv.
                   Mr. Farrukh Rasheed, AOR
                   Mr. Abu Bakr Sabbaq, Adv.
                   Ms. Shifa, Adv.
                   Mr. Sayed M Hurmal, Adv.

                   Mr. Ram Narayan Mohanty, Adv.
                   Mr. Rakesh Kumar, Adv.

                   Mr. Pritam Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Umesh Kumar Shukla, Adv.
                   Mr. Ankit Bhatnagar, Adv.
                   Mr. Keshav Rai, Adv.
                   
                   By Courts Motion, AOR
                   
For Respondent(s) :Mr. S.D. Sanjay, A.S.G.
                   Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Khushal Kolwar, Adv.
                   Ms. Disha Thakkar, Adv.
                   Mr. Rohit Khare, Adv.
                   Mr. Anmol Chandan, Adv.
                   Mr. Digvijay Dam, Adv.
                   Mr. Bhuvan Kapoor, Adv.
                   Mr. Raman Yadav, Adv.
                   Ms. Chitrangda Rastravara, Adv.
                   Ms. Ruchi Kolhi, Adv.
                   Mr. Gyanendra Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Arvind Kumar Sharma, AOR
                                      
                   Mr. Apoorv Kurup, Sr. Adv.
                   Ms. Nidhi Mittal, AOR
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                   Mr. Gurjas Singh Narula, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Amit Sharma, AOR
                   Mr. Dipesh Sinha, Adv.
                   Ms. Pallavi Barua, Adv.
                   Ms. Aparna Singh, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Rajendra Prasad Gupta, Advocate General
                   Mr. Shiv Mangal Sharma, A.A.G.
                   Mr. Saurabh Rajpal, Adv.
                   Ms. Nidhi Jaswal, AOR                   
                   
                   Mr. Rajiv Ranjan, AG (Sr. Adv.)
                   
                   Mr. Jayant Mohan, AOR
                   Ms. Adya Shree Dutta, Adv.
                   Mr. Meenakshi Chatterjee, Adv.
                   Ms. Dorjee Ongmu Lachungpa, Adv.
                   Mr. Priyanshu Teotia, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Ankolekar Gurudatta, AOR
                   Mr. Sorokhaibam Shantijyoti Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Kavya Eligeti, Adv.
                   Mr. Amith J, Adv.
                                     
                   Mr. Vivek Sharma, Advocate General
                   Mr. Bishwajit Dubey, A.A.G.
                   Mr. Vinayak Sharma, Standing Counsel, Adv.
                   Mr. Apoorv Shukla, Adv.
                   Mr. Apoorv Suhkla, Adv.
                   Mr. Ravinder Kumar Yadav, AOR
                   Mr. Yashvardhan Shah, Adv.
                   Mr. Yahsvardhan Shah, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Sanjeev Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Naik H. K., Adv.
                   Mr. Anil Kumar Sinha, Adv.
                   Mr. Ajay Amritraj, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Divyakant Lahoti, AOR
                   Mr. Kartik Lahoti, Adv.
                   Ms. Akanksha Soni, Adv.
                   Ms. Shubheksha Dwivedi, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Swati Ghildiyal, AOR
                   Mr. Nimesh Bhatt, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Jaideep Gupta, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Kunal Chatterji, AOR
                   Ms. Maitrayee Banerjee, Adv.
                   Mr. Rohit Bansal, Adv.
                   Mr. Varij Nayan Mishra, Adv.                   
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                   Mr. Sanjai Kumar Pathak, AOR
                   Mrs. Shashi Pathak, Adv.
                   Mr. Arvind Kumar Tripathi, Adv.
                   Ms. Ruhi Sultana, Adv.
                   Mr. Robin Kumar, Adv.
                   Ms. Shweta Jayshankar Dwivedi, Adv.
                   Mr. Ashish Kumar Sinha, Adv.
                   Mrs. Binita Jaiswal, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Guntur Pramod Kumar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Milind Sathe, Advocate General
                   Mr. Siddharth Dharmadhikari, Adv.
                   Mr. Aaditya Aniruddha Pande, AOR
                   Mr. Shrirang B. Varma, Adv.
                   Mr. Bharat Bagla, Adv.
                   Mr. Aditya Krishna, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Mr. K N Balgopal, AG (Sr. Adv.)
                   Ms. K. Enatoli Sema, AOR
                   Mr. Amit Kumar Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Chubalemla Chang, Adv.
                   Mr. Prang Newmai, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. P. K. Shahi Bihar, Advocate General
                   Mr. Manish Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Divyansh Mishra, Adv.
                   Mr. Kumar Saurav, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Gopal Jha, AOR
                   
                   Mr. P. S. Sudheer, AOR
                   Mr. Rishi Maheshwari, Adv.
                   Ms. Anne Mathew, Adv.
                   Mr. Bharat Sood, Adv.
                   Mr. Jashan Vir Singh, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Kanhaiya Singhal, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Ajay Kumar Mishra, Sr. Adv. (AG)
                   Mr. Vikrant Rana Aag, Adv.
                   Mr. Adarsh Upadhyay, AOR
                   Mr. Amit Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Pallavi Kumari, Adv.
                   Mr. Shashank Pachauri, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Sunny Choudhary, AOR
                   Mr. Sandeep Sharma, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. C. K. Sasi, AOR
                   Ms. Meena K Poulose, Adv.                   
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                   Mr. Kamal Trivedi, Advocate General
                   Mr. Hardik A. Dave, Adv.
                   Ms. Deepanwita Priyanka, AOR
                                      
                   Mr. Prashant Singh, Advocate General
                   Mr. Sridhar Potaraju, A.A.G.
                   Mr. D.s. Parmar, A.A.G.
                   Mr. Sarthak Raizada Ga, Adv.
                   Mr. Harmeet Singh Ruprah, AOR
                   Mr. Kanishk Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Karan Singh, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Ashish Wad, Adv.
                   Mr. Manoj Wad, Adv.
                   Ms. Swati Arya, Adv.
                   Mr. Deepanshu Verma, Adv.
                   M/s J S Wad And Co, AOR
                   
                   Mr. P. I. Jose, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Ramesh Babu M. R., AOR
                                      
                   Mr. Pitambar Acharya, Advocate General
                   Ms. Sanjana Saddy, AOR
                   Ms. Shailja Singh, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Ambhoj Kumar Sinha, AOR
                   Ms. Neeti Bhardwaj, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Aravindh S., AOR
                   Ms. Anika Bansal, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Venkata Raghuvamsy D., AOR
                   
                   Mr. Ahanthem Henry, Adv.
                   Mr. Ahanthem Rohen Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Mohan Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Aniket Rajput, Adv.
                   Ms. Khoisnam Nirmala Devi, Adv.
                   Mr. Yeshu Mehta, Adv.
                   Mr. Tanay Hegde, Adv.
                   Mr. Kumar Mihir, AOR                   
                   
                   Mr. Shashi Kiran Shetty, Advocate General
                   Mr. Sanchit Garga, AOR
                   Ms. Anishka Vaishnav, Adv.
                   Ms. Adoorya Harish, Adv.
                   Mr. Kunal Rana, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Manisha Ambwani, AOR                   
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                   Mr. Sabarish Subramanian, AOR
                                      
                   Mr. Abhimanyu Tewari, AOR
                   Mr. Siddhant Saroha, Adv.
                   Mr. Sidhant Awasthy, Adv.
                   Mr. Rupendra Singh Chauhan, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Maninder Jit Singh Bedi, Advocate General
                   Mr. Karan Sharma, AOR                   
                   
                   Mr. Biswajit Deb. Ag, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Anando Mukherjee, AOR
                   Mr. Shwetank Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Riya Dhingra, Adv.
                   Mr. Utkarsh Anand, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. A Sudarshan Reddy, Advocate General
                   Ms. Devina Sehgal, AOR
                   Mr. Yatharth Kansal, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Shiv Mangal Sharma, A.A.G.
                   Ms. Arushi Rathore, Adv.
                   Mr. Saurabh Rajpal, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Vandana Sehgal, AOR                   

                   Mr. Amit Kumar, AG
                   Mr. Avijit Mani Tripathy, AOR
                   Mr. Upendra Misha, Adv.
                   Mr. P.S. Negi, Adv.
                   Mr. T.K. Nayak, Adv.

                   Mr. Pawan Kumar Saxena, Adv.
                   Mr. Charan Dass, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajiv Agnihotri, Adv.
                   Ms. Gitesh Kumari, Adv.
                   Mr. Dhruv Shankar, AOR

                   Mr. Shaktimoy Chakraborty, AG
                   Mr. Shuvodeep Roy, AOR
                   Mr. Dipankar Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Kohinoor Bhattacharjee, Adv.
                   Mr. Saurabh Tripathi, Adv.
                   Mr. Deepayan Dutta, Adv.

                   Mr. Chinmoy P. Sharma, Sr. AAG
                   Mr. Shuvodeep Roy, AOR
                   Mr. Saurabh Tripathi, Adv.
                   Mr. Deepayan Dutta, Adv.
                   Mr. Vijay Deora, Adv.
                   Mr. Irfan Haseib, Adv.
                   Mr. Aditya Agarwal, Adv.
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                   Mr. Ankolekar Gurudatta, AOR
                   Mr. S. Shantijyoti Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Nihant Panicker, Adv.
                   Ms. Kavya Eligoti, Adv.

                   Mr. Basava Prabhu S. Patil, AG
                   Mr. Sameer Abhyankar, AOR
                   Ms. Yachna Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Aryan Srivastava, Adv.
                   Ms. Arushi Chopra, Adv.
                   Mr. Samarth Kashyap, Adv.
                   Mr. Arijeet Shukla, Adv.
                   Mr. Sivanandh Lahri, Adv.

                   Mr. Avneesh Arputham, Adv.
                   Mr. Ankit Sharma, Adv.
            
                   Mr. Devidas J. Pangam, AG
                   Mr. Abhay Anil Anturkar, Adv.
                   Mr. Shubham Priolkar, Adv.
                   Mr. Dhruv Tank, Adv.
                   Ms. Surbhi Kapoor, AOR
                   Mr. Sarthak Mehrotra, Adv.
                   Ms. Aradhya Srivastava, Adv.
                   Ms. Subhi Pastor, Adv.
                   Mr. Uday Gautam, Adv.

                   Mr. Hijaml Lenin Singh, AG
                   Mr. Pukhrambam Ramesh Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Karun Sharma, Adv.
                   Ms. Rakjumari Divyansana, Adv.
                   Mr. Manyak S., Adv.
                   Ms. Lalmam Das, Adv.
 
                   Mr. S.N. Babulkar, AG
                   Mr. Gaurav Bhatia, Sr. Adv. (AAG)
                   Mr. Sudarshan Sigh Rawat, AOR
                   Mr. Sunny Sachin Rawat, Adv.
                 
          UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
                             O R D E R

1. Pursuant  to  our  orders  dated  10.02.2026,  24.03.2026  and

20.04.2026,  we  have  heard  the  learned  Additional  Solicitors

General,  learned  Advocates  General/Additional  Advocates  General

appearing  for  the  States/Union  Territories,  and  learned

counsel/representatives  appearing  for  the  High  Courts.  The
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proceedings  now  stand  focused  on  the  creation/designation  and

operationalisation  of  exclusive  Special  Courts  for  expeditious

trial of cases under the National Investigation Agency Act, 2008

(in short, the 'NIA Act'), the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)

Act,  1967  (in  short,  'UAPA')  and  the  Narcotic  Drugs  and

Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985 (in short, the 'NDPS Act').

2. There are broadly two categories of trials under the NIA Act.

The  first  category  comprises  trials  before  Courts  of  Session

designated  as  Special  Courts  by  the  Central  Government  under

Section 11 of the NIA Act, where the investigation/prosecution is

principally  conducted  by  the  National  Investigation  Agency  (in

short, 'NIA'). The second category comprises trials before Courts

of Session designated as Special Courts by the State Governments

under Section 22 of the NIA Act, including scheduled offences/UAPA

cases investigated and prosecuted by State agencies.

3. As  of  now,  the  Union  of  India  has  agreed  to  provide

infrastructural assistance as well as reimbursement of recurring

expenditure for exclusive Special Courts under Section 11 of the

NIA Act in terms of the Office Memorandum dated 07.01.2026. The

directions in paragraphs 4 to 9 of this order shall, at this stage,

operate in relation to Special Courts under Section 11 of the NIA

Act.

4. We, accordingly, direct the Union of India through the NIA to

approach,  within  one  week,  the  Hon'ble  Chief  Justices  of  the

jurisdictional High Courts and place before them the State-wise and

Court-wise pendency of trials covered by Section 11 of the NIA Act,

the place at which each such trial is pending, the stage of the
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trial and the number of witnesses remaining to be examined. The NIA

shall simultaneously share the said information with the concerned

State Governments/Union Territories.

5. The Hon'ble Chief Justices of the respective High Courts are

requested  to  hold  consultations  with  the  concerned  State

Governments/Union  Territories  and  the  NIA  for

identifying/designating exclusive Special Courts under Section 11

of the NIA Act. The State Governments/Union Territories shall make

available suitable Court Rooms and allied immovable infrastructure,

including space for the Presiding Officer, court staff, records,

accused-production facilities, witnesses, litigants, security and

video-conferencing, preferably within the existing Court complexes.

Where such space is not available, the High Court and the State

Government/Union  Territory  shall  jointly  indicate  the  nearest

feasible alternative.

6. For every exclusive Special Court designated under Section 11

of the NIA Act, the Union of India shall release/reimburse the

admissible recurring and non-recurring expenditure in terms of its

policy decision/Office Memorandum dated 07.01.2026. It is clarified

that procedural requirements relating to reimbursement shall not

delay the operationalisation of the Courts.

7. No category of cases other than cases triable before a Court

designated under Section 11 of the NIA Act, and offences connected

with  such  trials,  shall  be  assigned  to  these  Courts.  The  High

Courts  shall  also  ensure  posting  of  dedicated  Court  staff

substantially  in  terms  of  the  staffing  pattern  noticed  in  the

earlier orders.
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8. The broad norm shall be one exclusive Special Court for every

block of 10 to 15 pending trials. Thus, where the pendency under

Section 11 of the NIA Act within the jurisdiction of a High Court

exceeds  15  trials,  at  least  two  such  Courts  shall  be

operationalised; where it exceeds 25 trials, at least three such

Courts shall be operationalised; and one additional Court shall be

considered for every further block of 10 to 15 trials. These are

minimum working norms and may be suitably adjusted by the High

Court,  after  consulting  the  NIA  and  the  State  Government/Union

Territory, having regard to the complexity of the cases, number of

accused, number of witnesses and availability of infrastructure.

9. The aforesaid exclusive Special Courts under Section 11 of the

NIA Act shall be made functional within one month from today. The

Presiding Officers shall regulate their boards in such manner as

they deem appropriate, but shall ensure that the trials assigned to

them are taken up on a day-to-day basis. As far as practicable,

ripe trials shall be listed in continuous blocks so that at least

one such trial is brought to a conclusion every month, without

compromising the rights of the accused, victims or witnesses and

without diluting the requirements of a fair trial.

10. As regards trials under Section 22 of the NIA Act, UAPA cases

prosecuted by State agencies, and other related trials, we direct

the States/Union Territories and the Registrars General of the High

Courts to furnish, in consultation with each other, a consolidated

statement indicating: (i) the number of pending trials; (ii) the

District and Court where each trial is pending; (iii) the age and
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present stage of each trial; (iv) the number of accused in custody;

(v)  the  number  of  prosecution  witnesses  already  examined  and

remaining; (vi) the availability or non-availability of court rooms

and allied infrastructure; (vii) the number of exclusive Courts

required;  and  (viii)  the  availability  of  dedicated  Public

Prosecutors. The said information shall be filed within four weeks.

11. The learned Additional Solicitor General is requested to share

the consolidated pendency under the NIA Act/UAPA, as available with

the  Union  of  India/NIA,  with  all  learned  Advocates  General  and

Registrars  General  within  one  week,  so  that  the  information

furnished by the States/Union Territories and the High Courts is

reconciled and complete.

12. As regards the NDPS Act, Mr. S.D. Sanjay, learned Additional

Solicitor General of India, submits that substantial progress has

been made and that the proposal for establishing exclusive Special

Courts for NDPS trials, including the issue of financial assistance

to States/Union Territories, is under active consideration of the

competent authority. 

13. To that end, the Union of India shall file a status report

before the next date of hearing indicating the decision taken or

the precise stage of decision-making, the proposed financial model,

the proposed yardstick for determining the number of exclusive NDPS

Courts, and the timeline for operationalisation. The States/Union

Territories and the High Courts shall also include in their reports

the pendency and infrastructure requirements concerning NDPS Act

trials, if not already furnished.

14. We have also suggested to the learned Additional Solicitor
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General and to the learned Advocates General that the competent

authorities  may  consider  creating  a  statutory  or  institutional

mechanism for effective coordination amongst the NIA, NCB, State

Police, ATS units, Customs, DRI and other investigating/prosecuting

agencies  dealing  with  offences  under  the  NDPS  Act  and  related

special statutes. The Union of India shall indicate its stand on

this aspect in the status report to be filed before the next date

of hearing.

15. Post the matters for compliance and further consideration on

20.07.2026.

(ARJUN BISHT)                                (PREETHI DILEEP KUMAR)
ASTT. REGISTRAR-cum-PS                        ASSISTANT REGISTRAR
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